the outworking of our love to Him that we keep His commandments. He also leaves
us a new commandment "that ye love one another as I have loved you" (Jn. 13:34). His
great, unfathomable love is our standard and in that He laid down His life for us.

“Let this mind be in you, which
was also in Christ Jesus”
Philippians 2:5

Help us Lord to learn how to be willing even to "lay down our lives for the brethren" (Jn.
3:16). It has been well stated that it is harder to live day by day for the Lord than to
die for him.

The life of a true child of God should be a continuous exercise of daily learning
from the Lord. The moment we receive salvation we are enrolled in the school of

HIS YOKE

God. To grow in grace and in the knowledge of Him who loves us and gave

"My yoke is easy, and My burden is light" (Mt. 11:30). There is indeed a cost for
following the Lord Jesus Christ and for being His disciple. ''And whosoever doth not
bear his cross, and come after Me cannot be My disciple" (Lk. 14:27). To follow our Lord
now in the day of His rejection means to suffer rejection with Him. To stand for

Himself for us should always be our objective. The excellency of His knowledge
surpasses any other privilege in life. He said "Take my yoke upon you and learn of Me ...
and ye shall find rest unto your souls" (Mt. 11:29), thus pointing us to the truth that the
way to obtain rest is in carrying His yoke and learning of Him.

Christ means that we will be cast out of the world's elite circles and its favorite
associations. Oh that we may be willing to follow Him, accepting and indeed
proving that His yoke is easy and His burden is light? Do we long that the Holy
Spirit will do a work of character building in us, so that we may learn to endure
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 2:3)?

HIS WORDS
It is remarkable that the Teacher of all, who has left us an example to follow (1
Pet. 2:21), has Himself, during His earthly sojourn, taken the place of the learner.
“Though he were Son, he learned obedience from the things which he suffered” (Heb. 5:8).
Prophesying of Him the prophet Isaiah, records: "The Lord God hath given Me the

HIS WALK

tongue of the learned, that I should know how to speak a word in season to him who is weary …”

“But *ye* have not thus learnt the Christ, if ye have heard him and been instructed in him
according as the truth is in Jesus; namely your having put off according to the former conversation

(Isa. 50:4). His words were always words of grace, spoken at the right time, and
achieving the purpose for which they were uttered.

the old man which corrupts itself according to the deceitful lusts; and being renewed in the spirit of

We also learn that the source of these words was the Father Himself. For as the

your mind; and your having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful

Father has taught Him, so He spoke (Jn. 8:26-28). Christ could say to the Jews, "I

righteousness and holiness” (Eph. 4:20-24, JND). The unbelieving people in the world

have not spoken of Myself; but the Father who sent Me, He gave Me commandment, what I should

around us are alienated from the life of God. There lives are often given over to lust

say, and what I should speak …whatsoever I speak, therefore, even as the Father said unto Me so

(Eph. 4:18-19). The child of God who has learned of the life of our Saviour would

I speak" (Jn. 12:49-50). To the Father, He says in His high priestly prayer for the

want to emulate Him and “walk, even as He walked” (1 Jn 2:6).

disciples, "I have given unto them the words which Thou gavest Me" (Jn. 17:8).

Thy Name we love Lord Jesus, and lowly bow before Thee; …it tells Thy birth so lowly; Thy patience, grace,

Is it not marvelous that the Omniscient One has, in the days of His humiliation,
taken the place of the Leamer? Such is the example that He has left us!

Thy gentleness, Thy lonely path, so holy. - W. Yerbury, L.F. 152
We wonder at Thy lowly mind, and fain would like Thee be; And all our rest and pleasure find. in learning Lord of Thee.

- J. G. Deck, L.F. 230
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HIS PRAYERS

fellowship with the Father, dwelling with Him in glory rejoicing in His love (Jn.

down His life (Jn. 10:17).

between the Father and the Son and refers to His perfect dependence seen in the

that was part of obedience to the Father. He chose to obey at the cost of laying

50:4). The awakening of the ear every morning speaks of the continual communion

sinful world He soon learned experimentally the suffering for righteousness' sake

"He wakeneth, morning by morning, He wakeneth Mine ear to hear like the learned" (Isa.

17:5, 24)? But no personal experience of suffering was His there. Yet coming into a

But how did He get to have the tongue of the learned? Isaiah continues saying,

Thou didst Thy Father's name confess, and in His will delight. - J. G. DECK, L.F. 230

times in prayer to His Father in Luke’s gospel. Luke speaks of Him as praying at His

Faithful amidst unfaithfulness, mid darkness only light;

private prayers of our Saviour. As this perfect dependant Man, we find Him seven
baptism before His work of ministry begins (Lk. 3:21) and when the fame of Him
had spread abroad (Lk. 5:16) and also He "continued all night in prayer" (Lk. 6:12)
before choosing His disciples. Then when there were those who did not understand

HIS EXAMPLE

our Father who judges perfectly?

Even before Peter denied Him, He had already prayed for Him that Peter’s faith

insults? Do we not often feel like avenging ourselves instead of committing all to

teach His disciples how to pray He again is seen in the attitude of prayer (Lk. 11:1).

righteously" (1 Pet. 2:22-23). We might well ask how do we react to provocation and

glory, He is again seen praying up in the mountain (Lk. 9:29). Just before He would

again; when He suffered, He threatened not, but committed Himself to Him that judgeth

the Mount of Transfiguration, when He appeared to Peter, James and John in His

"Who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth; who when He was reviled, reviled not

the greatness of His person or His acts (Lk. 9:18) he was found alone praying. On

would not fail (Lk. 22:31, 32) and lastly we see our blessed Lord in the garden of
Gethsemane withdrawn from His disciples praying three times as He anticipated
being made sin for us (Lk. 22:39-44). We read again of this moving event in the
Book of Hebrews. "Who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and
supplications with strong crying and tears unto Him who was able to save Him from death, and
was heard in that He feared" (Heb. 5:7). He closed His prayer with, "Not My will, but
Thine be done" (Lk. 22:42). What an example of a perfect dependant life that brought
delight to the Father's heart and that glorified Him here on earth!
We might ask, how diligent are we in our prayer life? Before special occasions, in
trials, at times of great acceptance, and in choosing our friends, do we look to the
Lord in prayer? How fervent are our prayers? May the desire of our hearts be:
"Lord, teach us to pray"(Lk. 11:1).

The example He has left us is so clear. He faced and endured such contradiction
from sinners against Himself, and still dealt with all so graciously. Even on the cross
the Lord could say in the face of those who treated Him so terribly, “Father, forgive
them; for they know not what they do” (Lk. 23:34).
Never did He stretch out His hand to harm anyone. He went about doing good.
When Peter tried to use the sword at the gate of Gethsemane to resist the Lord's
imminent arrest, the Lord Jesus asked, "The cup which My Father hath given Me, shall I
not drink it?" (Jn. 18: 11). What dignity and self-control! Oh that we learn of Him,
even in a small measure, as we are enjoined: “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but
rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.
Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt
heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:1721).

HIS OBEDIENCE
"Though He were a son, yet learned He obedience by the things which He suffered" (Heb.
5:8). Why was it necessary for the Son of God, who came down from heaven to do
the Father's will, to learn obedience? Didn’t He in all eternity past have perfect

HIS COMMANDMENTS
"lf ye love Me, keep My commandments …He that hath My commandments and keepeth
them, he it is that loveth Me" (Jn. 14:15, 21). It should be the exercise of our hearts and
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